






DANIEL XI.

8. and they shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity,
and by spoil, for days.

9. And in the falls, they shall
be holpen,

10. by the help of a few;

11. and many shall cleave to
them with flatteries.

12. And some of them that
cause to be wise shall fall,

13. to refine by them, and to
make clean, and to make white,

14. till the time of the end;

15. for this shall continue to
an appointed time.

16. And the king

FULFILMENT.

8. and during the struggle in
defence of their faith, many of the
Jews fell, and suffered by all the
calamities of war, for several
years.

9. The Jews at length effected
their religious liberty, and reo
stored the Mosaic law and ritual,

10. through the exertions of
the small armies of the Macca­
bees;

11. and then the contending
kings of Syria, the king of Egypt,
and the more distant Romans,
made hollow and flattering treaties
with them.

12. And some of the Macca­
bees, and of the Asmonean family
their descendants, who possessed
the high priesthood and sove­
reignty, in one person, fell by
violence, or were denuded of
their authority;

13. but by their influence and
example the purity of the Jewish
worship was restored;

14. although some of thcm
continued to fall by violence, or
to be deposed, till the end of
their sovereignty;

15. for that sovereignty was at
length finally cut off, by the ex­
tinction of the male descendants
of the family.

16. At the time of the end
of that family, Herod the Great
became The King of the Jews,
independently of the priestly au­
thority;



DANIEL XI.

17. shall do accordiug to his

will ;

18. and he shall exalt and mag­
nify himself above every God,

19. and shall speak marvellous
things concerning the God of

gods,
20. and shall flourish till wrath

is complete; for a short work
shall be done.

21. And to the god of his
fathers he shall have no regard,

22. and to conjugal affection,
and to every God he shall have no
regard; for he shall magnify him­
self above all.

23. And, for his establish­

ment,

24. he shall honour fortresses
to God:

25. and to God, whom his
fathers knew not,

26. he shall honour them with
gold, and with silver, and with
costly stones, and with precious
things.

27. And he shall do like things
in walled fortresses,

FULFILMENT.

17. for he obtained the kingly
power by military conquest, and
was a most arbitrary and cruel
tyrant,

18. and as impious as cruel;

19. yet, to flatter the Jews, he
could speak reverently of the
God of heaven;

20. and his reign continued
down to the time of that wicked
generation, which rejected the
Saviour.

21. His fathers were Idumeans,
and he did not worship their god.

22. He put to death his beloved
wife Mariamne, and all her kin­
dred of the family of the Asmo­
neans-the high priests, and for­
mer sovereigns.

23. Although exceedingly im­
pious, yet, for his security on the
throne,

24. he rebuilt the temple of
God at Jerusalem, converting it
into a fortress, which he held with
a garrison, to overawe the Jews in
the midst of their religious ser.
vices;

25. and thus to God, whom his
fathers, being Idumeans, knewnot,

26. he built a temple, with
stones more. large and costly than
those in Solomon's temple, and
adorned it in the richest manner.

27. And such was his great im­
piety, that while he did this, he,
at the same time, built many
walled cities, in honour of Augus­
tus Cresar,



DANIEL Xl.

28. with a strange god,

29. whom he shall acknow­
ledge and increase with glory;

30. and he shall cause them
to have power in multitudes,

31. and shall parcel out the
land in hire.

32. (And in the time of the
end,

33. a king of the south shall

push

3~. with him ;

35. and a king of the north
shall come upon him like a whirl­
wind,

36. with chariots, and with
horsemen,

37. and with many ships,

38. and he shall enter into the
countries, and shall overflow and
pass over.

39. And he shall enter into
the glorious land,

FliLFILMENT.

28. and in them reared like

magnificent temples, dedicated to
the Emperor a;; a divinity,

29. whom he addressed by
every impious form of flattery;

30. and, for his own additional
security, he filled these fortresses
with numerous garrisons of his
old soldiers,

3 L whom he rewarded, by
dividing among them the neigh.
bouring lands.

32. During the reign of Herod,
and in time of the end of the
Grreco-Egyptian kingdom,

33. Cleopatra and Mark An­
tony made war upon Augustus
Cresar, commanding for the
Senate of Rome;

34. Herod, at first, aiding
Cleopatra and Antony;

35. and Augustus made a
rapid conquest of his enemies,

36. fighting some actions with
cavalry, although none with in­
fantry,

37. gaining the decisive naval
victory of Actium,

38. and, in less than a year
after that victory, overrunning
that part of the Roman republic
eastward of the Adriatic Gulph,
in Europe and Asia, and also
Cyrenaica, in Africa.

39. Augustus, both going to,
and returning from, Egypt,
passed with his army through
Judea;
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DANIEL Xl.

40. and many countries shall
be overthrown ;

41. and these shall escape out
of his hand, Edom, and Moab,
and the chief of the children of
Ammon.

42. And he shall stretch forth
his hand upon the countries, and
the land of Egypt shall not escape.

43. And he shall have power
over the treasures of the gold,
and silver, and over all the pre­
cious things of Egypt;

44. and the Libyans,

45. and Ethiopians, shall be at
his steps.)

46. And tidings out of the
east

47. and out of the north shall
trouble him;

FULFILMENT.

4O. and he speedily got pos
session of all the kingdoms tribu­
tary to the Roman republic;

41. but he did not enter into
the countries of the mingled peo­
ple of Arabia; and the expedition,
he afterwards sent, under lElius
Gallus, to subdue them, utterly
failed.

42. He, however, reduced
Egypt, and its dependencies, to
the form of a Roman province;

43. and got possession of all
the accumulated treasures of the
family of the Lagidre; although
Cleopatra once meditated carry­
ing them away in a fleet by the
Red Sea, and afterwards burning
them with herself.

44. The possession of Cyre­
naica and Egypt opened the way
for the arms of Augustus into
Inner Libya, and Ethiopia, which
he took advantage of to subdue
the Garamantes,-a Libyan na­
tion,

45. and Candace,-the queen
of Ethiopia.

46. Herod and all Jerusalem
with him were troubled by the
tidings of the wise men from the
east;

47. and, about the same time,
Herod mmself was troubled hy
accounts, from Rome, of the con­
spiracy of his son Antipater
against him, and of the undutiful
behaviour of two others of his
sons.



DANIEL XI.

48. and he shall go forth, with
great fury,

49. to destroy, and utterly to
make away many.

50. And he shall plant his
royal dwelling-places between the
seas, in the glorious holy moun­
tain;

51. and he shall come to his
end, and none shall help him.

DANIEL Xli. 1.

FULFILMENT.

48. When he saw that he was
mocked of the wise men, he was
exceeding wroth,

49. and sent forth, and slew all
the children that were in Beth­
lehem, and in all the coasts
thereof. In fits of fury, also, he
slew his own son Antipater, and
burnt alive forty Jews; and he
left the inhuman order, with his
sister Salome and her husband,
to put all the principal men of
Judea to death, as soon as he ex­
pired.

50. The wise men from the
east, according to Matthew, found
Herod at Jerusalem, where he
had built two splendid palaces,
one of them overawing the tem­
ple, and communicating with it
by a subterranoous passage.

51. Herod soon after died,
having, in vain, had recourse to a
multitude of remedies, to miti.
gate his painful and loathsome
disease.

FULFILMENT.

52. And at that time Michael
shall stand,

52. Jesus was born in Beth­
lehem, in the days of Herod the
king,

53. the great Prince, who 53. and proclaimed the bless-
standeth for the children of thy ings of salvation, in the first
people; instance, to the Jews;

54. and there shall be a time 54. and because their rulers
of trouble, such as never was and the people would not hear, but
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DANIEL XII.

since there was a nation, to that
time;

55. and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, all found writ­
ten in the book.

56. And many that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life,

57. and some to everlasting
shame and contempt.

58. And they that cause to be
wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament;

59. and they that cause many
to be righteous,

60. as the stars for ever and
ever.

FULFlL~IENT •

rejected and crucificed him, the
nation was overwhelmed with un­
exampled calamities, which Jesus
himself predicted, in terms similar
to those of Daniel, in this clause;

55. but the" remnant, accord­
ing to the election of grace,"
who believed in him, were saved
from their sins, and also from the
temporal calamities, which befel
their unbelieving countrymen.

56. And many that were dead
in trespasses and sins awoke, at
the preaching of Christ, to the
joyful hope of pardon, and sanc­
tification, and a blessed resurrec­
tion from the dead, through his
merits, and atonement, and inter.
cession, and to newness of life;

57. and others, who awoke to
see the light, which he brought
into the world, either" shut their
eyes against the light, because
their deeds were evil," or refused
to acknowledge him, for fear of
the Jewish rulers.

58. The Apostles of Christ,
instructed by himself, and en­
lightened by the Holy Ghost,
became the great lights of the
moral world, as the luminaries of
the firmament are of the natural,

59. and converted many to
righteousness,

60. and still continue, and will
continue, to do so, by their writ­
ings, which make clear to sinful
and perishing men, the path to
immortality.



DANIEL XII.

61. And thou, Daniel, shut
up the words, and seal the book,
to the time of the end;

62. many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.

And I, Daniel, looked, and,
behold, there stood other two,
one on one bank of the river,
and one on tbe other bank of the
river.

63. And said to the man
clothed in linen, who was upon
the waters of the river, How long
shall be the end of these won­
ders?

And I heard the man clothed
in linen, who was upon the waters
of the river, and he held up his
right hand and his left hand unto
heaven, and sware by him that
liveth for ever, that it shall be for
a time, times, and a part;

64. and when, in the finishing,
the power of the holy people is
scattered abroad, all these things
shall be finished.

And I heard, and I understood
not: and I said, 0 my Lord, what
shall be the latter end of these

things?

FULFILMENT.

6 I. This part of the last pro­
phecy of Daniel, as is clear from
the remarks of the Apostles re­
garding the temple, was not un­
derstood, till Christ explained it
to them, near the time of its full
accomplishment;

62. but, before that full ac­
complishment, the Apostles, and
first Christian teachers, went
into all the world, and preached
the gospel to every creature; thus
spreading heavenly knowledge
everywhere.

(This verse is merely descrip­
tive of the outward appearances
of the vision, and contains no
prediction.)

63. The great war, carried on
by the Romans against the Jewish
nation, which ended in the final
overthrow of the latter, lasted
three years and a part of a fourth
year ;

64. at the end of which time,
the Jews were "led away captive
into all nations," and have ever
since remained dispersed.
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DANIEL XU.

And he said, Go thy way,
Daniel; for the words are shut
up and sealed to the time of the
end.

65. Many shall be made clean,
and shall be made white, and shall
be refined;

66. and the wicked shall do
wickedly;

67. and none of the wicked
shall understand,

68. and they that cause to be
wise shall understand.

69. And from the time the
daily sacrifice is caused to be
taken away, and to the setting up
the abomination of desolation, a
thousand two hundred .and ninety
days.

70. He is blessed, that wait.
eth, and cometh to the thousand
three hundred and five and thirty
days.

FULFILMENT.

(This is a repetition of the
prediction in the 4th verse.)

65. The Christian converts
"were washed, and sanctified,
and justified, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of
our God," 1st Cor. vi. n.-The
sincerity of their faith, also, un­
derwent a severe trial, during the
hardships and temptations of the
war.

66. And the unbelieving Jews
"filled up their sins alway;"
(1st Thess. ii. 16.)

67. and none of them under­
stood this prophecy, or the other
prophecies regarding the destruc­
tion of their city, even down to
the end of the siege.

68. But the Apostles, and first
Christians, understood this pro­
phecy, having had it especially
explained to them by Christ.

69. Between the time when
Cestius Gallus attacked Jerusa­
lem with his army, when the war
became national, and the time
when the daily sacrifice ceased,
there intervened forty-three com­
plete months. (See the fore­
going illustrations.)

70. About a month and a half
after the ceasing of the daily
sacrifice, Titus took the last
resisting part of J erusalem._
(See the foregoing illustrations.)
Immediately, on getting com-
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DANIEL XII.

And go thou thy way to the
end, and thou shalt rest, and
shalt stand in thy portion, at the
end of the days.

FULFILMENT.

plete possession of the city, Titus
set those free, who had been im­
prisoned, within it, by the demo­
cratical factions, and ordered
quarter to be given to the unre­
sisting. After the war, the
Christians were no more exposed
to the persecutions of the Jews,
of which there are so many in­
stances recorded in the Acts of
the Apostles ; and those of them,
who remained faithful through
the trials of that great tribulation.
had the Saviour's promise, that
they should be saved. (Matthew
xxiv, 13.)

THE Mathematician, who demands the most rigol'Ous

proof of the truths of his peculiar science, will readily

allow,-fol' he can demonstrate on the sure principles of

that science,-that these signal agreements, between the

prophecy and the history, are too numerous to be the

results of chance; and with respect to this passage of the

prophecy, there is no room for the infidel explanation of

Porphyry. That ancient adversary of the Christian Faith

perceived the agreements, between the terms of this pro­

phecy and the events recorded in history, down to the

time of Antiochus Epipbanes, to be so remarkable, that

he could not evade the force of the argument, arising from

the circumstance, for the divine inspiration of the pro­

phecy, but by the assertion, that it was written after the

events, by some person who lived about the time of



Epiphanes.'*' The assertion, as far as it went, was at

utter variance with the most clear and authentic evidence,

both internal and external, that all the prophecies of

Daniel were written, as they profess to be, during the

reigns of the Babylonian and first Persian kings. But we

have found agreements equally remarkable, between the

latter part of this prophecy and events which occurred,

during the reign of Herod the Great,-during the times

of Christ and his Apostles,-and during the war which

ended in the final dispersion of the J ews. No one will

hazard the assertion, that both the Jews and the Chris­

tians combined to add this latter part to the prophecy of

Daniel, after the occurrence of these events. Not a shadow

of suspicion, on any ground whatever, can by possibility

exist, that it did not form a part of the Hebrew Scriptures,

antecedently to that occurrence; and as the agreements,

between it and the history,-authentic, also, above sus­

picion,-are too close and numerous to be the results of

chance, the proof arising from them is conclusive,_That

the prophecy is a revelation of God, who (C hath determined

the times before appointed,"t and to whom alone Hare

known all his works from the beginning,":::

Such is the result at which we arrive, from the examina­

tion of a few verses of the Holy Scriptures. But there

is, in them, a vast pr.ofusion of other important prophecies,

which have been as accurately and circumstantially ful­

filled, or are actually in the course of being so fulfilled

before our eyes, as the one to which we have now

• See Bishop Newton-Dissel't. xiii.
t Acts xv. Ill.

t Acts xvii. 26•



directed our attention; and God has been pleased to give,

in the richest abundance, every other form of proof, which

the case admits of, that these writings are all dictated by

his spirit. We have full evidence, then, that the Almighty

Creator has communicated with us, and instructed us

regarding his own nature and will, and our origin, and

duty, and destiny, through the medium of language,-his

own gift,-by means of which we acquire all knowledge.

That he would beneficently condescend to do this, a due

reflection on his wisdom and goodness, so abundantly

poured out over the whole creation, would lead us to

anticipate; and our anticipations have been most graciously

and amply realized, to the utmost extent of our most

earnest desires. The Holy Scriptures convey to us that

knowledge, which it is worthy of God to reveal, and most

deeply important and interesting to ns to acquire. In

them we every where hear the voice of a wise, merciful,

and loving Father, - instructing and reclaiming his

ignorant and erring children,-directing them to the

loftiest views,-inspiring them with the noblest purposes,

-and freely offering them the richest blessings. The

Book, that speaks to us, in this manner, from God, is our

dearest possession. With what diligence, and attention,

and fervent prayer for the enlightening power of his

spirit, OUgllt we to study it, and teach it all to our

children? and how solicitous ought we to be, not only to

learn, but also to obey?

We cannot refrain from adding, in conclusion, a few

remarks on the people, whose sad dispersion forms the

concluding subject of the prophecy we have examined,

in reference to the lessons their history teaches us, and
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our duty towards their descendants. Their rejection and

crucifixion of the Son of God called down, upon that

generation, a series of calamities, more fearful than were

ever inflicted on any other nation; and their descendants

yet remain disunited, broken, "scattered into corners,"

where they have been often treated with the utmost

indignity and cruelty. While we look at their punish­

ment, let us fear, and avoid their offences. Let us exter­

minate, from our own hearts, the meanness ofambition, the

baseness of avarice, the selfishness of the desire of popular

applause, the vileness of spiritual pride.-These were the

worldly and unhallowed passions, that, actuating their

hearts, and the hearts of their rulers, blinded their under­

standings, and led them to contemn and reject their long

promised Saviour, on account of the lowliness of his

outward condition; although he presented himself with

proofs of his Divine authority, sufficient to convince every

unprejudiced mind.

While we reflect, that God, to whom alone vengeance

belongeth, saw fit to punish, for their unbelief, those, who,

for many generations, were his own peculiarly chosen and

favoured people, let us not forget, that he employed, as

the instruments for inflicting his judgments, an ambitious,

tyrannical, and cruel nation, with whose counsels and con­

duct, Christians can have no fellowship or sympathy.

Our Divine Teacher has taught us, by his own example,

that our feelings and conduct, towards his countrymen,

ought to be those of compassion and charity. He

wept over their city,-expressing for them all the deep

fervour of a parental tenderness, and lamenting that their

house was to be left to them desolate. His last injunction



to his followers was, to go and teach all nations; and he

promised to bless their exertions in the work, by being

with them always to the end of the world. It is our duty

to obey, in the humble, but stedfast, confidence, that the

blessing will follow. There is no nation towards whom

we are urged to the performance of the duty, by more

affecting considerations, than the nation whose fathers

formed, for ages, the Church of God, and which was

chosen and sepal'ated from other nations, for the most wise

and beneficent ends-for preserving the Archives of the

human race-the Records of God's earlier revelations-and

the Prophetic Evidences of his last perfected revelation.

They have been for a time cast away; but we know that

they shall be again received.'*' Their" sanctuary and

their host have been long trodden under foot ;"1' but we

know that their "sanctuary shall be cleansed,"t-and

that" all Israel shall be saved ;"§ and who can tell whether

the time for this may not be speedily approaching? The

knowledge of that time is indeed, as yet, shut up; II
but not so is the rule of our duty. That plainly

directs us to employ all prudent means, and fair argu­

ments, (among which, those derived from their own pro­

phecies cannot but be deeply interesting to them, and

were in fact those most frequently employed by the

Apostles of Christ,) to bring them into the fold of the

true Shepherd. To rouse our exertions in such a labour

of charity, we have the assurance, that the conversion of

the Jews will be the signal and the cause of the extension

,. Romans xi. 15. t Daniel viii. 13. *Daniel viii. 14.
§ Romans xi. 26. II Daniel viii. 26.
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of the Christian Faith, and of the prevalence of its power,

among all nations ;-for the Apostle Paul instructs us,

that if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles. much more

will their fulness be.ll'<

'" Romans xt. 12.

ERRA-T.-\..
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